
 
 
 
 

 

 

TAX IN AUSTRALIA - TAX DEDUCTIONS 

 

In Australia if you spend money on a cost that relates to your assessable income you can usually deduct the 
amount spent from your income, and in so doing reduce the amount that is chargeable to income tax. 

 
These costs are known as tax deductions, and are available to those who are employed and taxed under PAYG 

Withholding, as well as the self employed. 
 

In order to claim a deduction you must ensure that you keep receipts or documentary evidence to support any 
claims made. 

 

The nature of the costs that can be claimed depends on the nature of the work being done to generate the 
assessable income.   

 
Deductions that can be claimed include: 

 

 Annual memberships or union fees 

 Work-related books, magazines and journals 

 Self-education costs if related to your current employment 

 Protective clothing 

 Laundry (item must contain work logo) and dry cleaning of work specific clothing 

 For those working outside, sunglasses, sunblock 

 Work related travel – excluding home to office 

 Meals and incidental expenses when you are required to stay away from home overnight for work 

 Buying and repairing equipment you use at work (including tools, electronic organisers, laptop 

computers and mobile phones) 

 Work related mobile or home telephone calls and rental 

 Work related internet connection fees  

 Working from Home claims, please refer to home office calculator available on the ATO website. 

 Materials or supplies that you buy for use at work (for example safety gear, first aid equipment, 

backpack or belt bag) 

 Stationery, diary, log book, work bag or briefcase 

 Tax agent fees – i.e. the amount you pay to an accountant – such as GM Tax - to prepare your 

Australian tax return each year 

 Donations to registered charities 

 Personal superannuation contributions (not salary sacrificed) 

 

There is also an occupation specific deduction sheet available from the ATO which I recommend that you 
download to assist you in providing us with your information www.ato.gov.au 

 
This is not an exhaustive list – we recommend that you discuss your circumstances with a tax 

accountant in an effort to include all tax deductions to which you are reasonably entitled. 

 

The contents of this factsheet are necessarily a general overview of a very detailed subject.  The situation may change as tax 
legislation can alter quickly and we therefore strongly recommend that you take professional advice about your personal 
circumstances before placing any reliance on the contents of this factsheet. 
 
Our office addresses are available at our website – www.gmtax.com.au 
 
The contents of this factsheet are subject to Copyright - click on the word "Copyright" at www.gmtax.com.au for details. 

 

http://www.ato.gov.au/

